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1 Those swords/ be said, * will be used to cut our own
throats.'

His words, however, were not attended to. President
Ratcliffe and his favourites, in spite of Smith's former care
for them when they had been stricken with fever, were still
his enemies, and he was actually in danger of being hanged as
a ' traitor,' though he escaped, because they found they could
hardly do without him.

Meanwhile Powhatan and his braves were growing intoler-
ably insolent and proud, owing not a little to the absurd
behaviour of the English colonists. Captain Newport, who
had been to England and returned with fresh supplies, was
commissioned by King James to crown Powhatan with all the
ceremony of a Christian monarch. So Newport and a little
band of the colonists proceeded to his collection of wigwams,
which they called his ' Court,' spread down a crimson carpet,
and produced the crown, robe, and anointing oil. Powhatan
was much impressed, but also very nervous. It took some
time to persuade him that the crimson gown would not
bewitch him if he put it on, and he had to be held down by
three men before the crown could be placed upon his head.
However, the ceremony over, he was much pleased with him*
self, and, seeing that he was held in such deference by the
English, began to give himself airs, and put up the price of
his corn and provisions. Finding that in this little game
he was checkmated by John Smith, who refused to be cheated,
he grew sullen and treacherous, and his braves began to rob
and murder. Captain Smith retaliated by burning Indian
villages and punishing the prisoners who fell into his hands.
By these drastic measures he succeeded in bringing the red-
skins to order, and peace was secured as long as he remained
in Virginia.

This was not so long as was necessary to the success of the
colony. Towards the end of 1609 he was seriously wounded
by an accidental explosion of gunpowder through the care-
lessness of owe pf his men, He was so crippled for a time that